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6 Bridge 
Improvements

Chicago is famous for its bascule bridges 
spanning our waterways throughout the 
City.  Many of these bridges have open metal 
grate surfaces that can be uncomfortable for 
bicyclists to ride on.  In 2012, seven bridges 
were retrofitted to make them bicycle friendly.  

Several bridges were treated with fiberglass 
plates to create a smooth surface where 
bicyclists typically ride, whereas other bridges 
where treated with concrete infill adjacent to 
the edge of the bridge to provide a flat surface 
for bicyclists.    Since Mayor Emanuel took 
office in May of 2011, nine bridges have been 
made bicycle-friendly.  

Open grate bridge treated with concrete infi ll on Van Buren Street

1.  Halsted (channel)

2.  Halsted (river)

3.  Clark

4.  Jackson

5.  Adams

6.  Van Buren

7.  18th
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Bike corral in Pilsen outside Cafe Jumping Bean, 18th Street and Bishop Street

After installing the city’s first on-street bike corral in 2011 in Wicker Park, CDOT installed an additional 
four on-street bike corrals in 2012.  Bike corrals represent a cooperative effort between CDOT, aldermen, 
and the local businesses that provide ongoing maintenance for the corral.  

In place of a parking space for a single car, on-street bike corrals provide parking for up to 12 bikes.  Not 
only is this a convenience for bicyclists, bike corrals free up valuable sidewalk space for pedestrians 
in high-traffic areas.

Bike Corrals7
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BARRIER PROTECTED BIKE LANES   

STREET FROM  TO  MILES 

31st  Wells  Lake Shore 1.30

55th  Cottage Grove Dorchester 0.80

Dearborn Polk  Kinzie  1.15

Desplaines Harrison  Kinzie  1.00

Elston  Chestnut Le Moyne 0.80

West Side 

Boulevards California Douglas  1.30

Franklin Central Park Sacramento 0.75

Jackson Hamlin  Central Park 0.25

Lake  Central Park Damen  2.05

  BARRIER PROTECTED TOTAL 9.40

BUFFER PROTECTED BIKE LANES   

STREET FROM  TO  MILES 

Campbell/Roscoe  Belmont Damen  0.85

Division California Western  0.50

Wells  Wacker  Chicago  0.70

55th  Dorchester Lake Park 0.25

Elston  Milwaukee Chestnut 0.10

Elston  LeMoyne North  0.15

Franklin Van Buren Wacker  0.70

Halsted 75th  69th  0.75

Halsted Diversey  Wellington 0.25

Wabash Cermak  18th  0.35

Wabash Roosevelt Harrison  0.50

Clark  Oak  North  0.75

South Chicago Baltimore 79th  2.65

Clark  Diversey  Addison  1.15

Halsted Division  North  0.50

Desplaines Roosevelt Harrison  0.50

West Side 

Boulevards Douglas Park Garfield Park 2.25

King/Ellsworth 55th  26th  3.55

Jackson Ogden  Halsted  1.20

  BUFFER PROTECTED TOTAL 17.65

OTHER BIKEWAYS   

STREET FROM  TO  MILES 

Albion  Lakewood Winthrop 0.20

Wells  Madison  Wacker  0.70

130th  Saginaw  Baltimore 0.55

Blue Island Wolcott  Ashland  0.45

Clark  Wacker  Kinzie  0.15

  OTHER BIKEWAYS TOTAL 2.05

RESTRIPED BIKEWAYS   

STREET FROM  TO  MILES 

Marquette Eberhart Cottage Grove 0.40

Damen Lake  Potomac 1.40

Halsted Aldine  Addison  0.40

Kenmore Thorndale Granville  0.30

Archer Halsted  Canal  0.50

California 24th  Cermak  0.30

Canal  Roosevelt Harrison  0.50

Clinton Roosevelt Jackson  0.75

Damen 63rd  Garfield  1.00

King  Garfield  51st  0.55

Augusta Damen  Ashland  0.50

Augusta California Western  0.50

Division Western  Leavitt  0.25

Division Hoyne  Milwaukee 0.70

Ogden Roosevelt Taylor  0.20

Roosevelt Western  Ashland  1.00

Washington Ogden  I-90/94  0.95

  RESTRIPED BIKEWAYS TOTAL 10.20

  2012 INSTALLATION TOTAL 39.30

PHOTO CREDITS   

All photos are courtest of the City of Chicago and Sam 

Schwartz engineering, except for the following:

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS  

Page 7: University of Chicago

Page 10: Chicago Tribune, 14 December 2012
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